
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

Virtual Gathering of Parish Formation Leaders – April 30 Follow-up: 

 

We had a wonderful gathering on April 30 with 

close to 70 people in attendance as we entered 

into the breakout session of the agenda.  You can 

find the link to the video here.  Please excuse the 

limitations of the operator (this is me) because I 

was not very good about being mindful of the 

recording.  I started the recording a little late 

(during prayer) and forgot to record the 

comments from the CLADD Leadership team 

members (as well as Mayra Moriel de Banuelos, 

Patty Origer, and John Huynh) on ‘aha’ moments from the breakout sessions.   

 

There is a document attached to the E-Newsletter e-mail with a leadership report about what was 

discussed during the rich opportunity for discussion in the breakout sessions.  

 

I am also attaching Tom Green’s presentation for those who were unable to attend or would like 

to utilize his wisdom on minister self-care.   

 

Close to 60% of the survey respondents requested we meet monthly, or at least in May.  At this 

time, we will have another check-in session on May 28, 2020 beginning at 9:30 am for one 

hour.  This session will be recorded so those who may have voted for less frequent check-ins can 

watch the video.  This next session will have only a small amount of large group programming 

with the majority of the time spent in the breakout sessions.  This month our breakout sessions 

will focus on our ministry specific area and I will provide some areas for the conversation ahead 

of time based upon the survey and the state of parish reopening by the end of May.  Below is the 

registration link for the May 28 meeting. 

 

Included with this e-mail is the results of the survey.  I received 56 completed surveys from 

every ministry represented in lifelong formation in faith.  It is worth a careful review to see how 

parishes in your region responded as well as those in other areas of the Diocese.  This 

information will also be shared with the pastors on May 12, 2020.   

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
May 6, 2020 Special COVID-19 Edition 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkFDU_bi4Og&t=6s


 

You are invited to a Zoom meeting – Parish Formation Leaders/CLADD Check-in.  

When: May 28, 2020 09:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada)  

 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtfuyhpzsjHdQudUprlcfcmY6-wfkgIDvi  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

meeting. 

 

May 28 Parish Faith Formation Special Feature – An Ignatian Spiritual Retreat with 

Kevin O’Donnell and Tom Quinlan at 11:00 am: 

 

Kevin O’ Donnell, Co-Director of the Emmaus 

House, and Tom Quinlan, Director of the Saint 

Joseph Educational Center, will co present an 

hour spiritual process following our parish 

formation check-in on May 28.  If you register for 

our session, the same link will get you into the 

spirituality session.     

 

At 10:30 am you can keep your computer on, 

enjoy a coffee break with me and ask me any 

question that is on your mind, take a stretch break, 

answer e-mails or phone calls, etc.  At 11:00 am, Kevin and Tom will begin.   

 

Due to the nature of the program and the potential sharing, this portion of the presentation will 

not be recorded.  This session will end by 12:15 pm.   

 

What happens if I can’t join the 9:30 am session but can join at 11:00 am?  Great question.  Use 

the same link that you will get when you register on ZOOM but join the meeting close to 11:00 

am.   

 

Please let me know if you have any questions.   

 

Faith Superheroes: Session 2 on May 7 – Finding God in 

and through Storytelling with John Huynh and Justin 

White at 7:00 pm: 

 

The video recording and PDF document to the slides for Hope 

on the Road to Emmaus are located here.  Session Two will 

begin at 7:00 pm on May 7 with the session Finding God in 

and through Storytelling.  John & Justin will help unpack the 

importance of storytelling and help families begin to tell their 

story.  The Faith Superheroes flyer is attached to this e-mail.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtfuyhpzsjHdQudUprlcfcmY6-wfkgIDvi
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/adult-faith-formation/faith-superheroes


Register here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqfuyrrj0pH9wgnUvFOdhPMWE3Hyy1Gfth.  

Follow this link for a preview of tomorrow’s session.   

 

Clarification on Safe Environment Guidelines for Virtual Learning: 

 

Justin White and I have had the 

opportunity to visit with several colleagues 

over the past few weeks about the 

protocols that I posted in the April 22, 

2020 Growing Disciples E-Newsletter to 

help protect you, your volunteers, and your 

children/teens as we have more digital 

access than ever before.  Below the 

clarifications, I am reposting the new 

protocols in place that compliment what 

we already have in place. 

 

General Clarification – All protocols are directed towards adults working with children and 

teens, not necessarily the children and teens themselves.  For example, even with adult meetings 

I don’t hold them in my bedroom but another public area of the house.  If I needed to utilize the 

bedroom, I would utilize the virtual background so that this is still a private space.   

 

Clarification on Protocol 2 – it is strongly recommended to turn off the private chat option in 

the digital platform you are using.  This way chat can still occur, but to everyone.  This also 

prevents the children and teens private chatting amongst each other about you and not being 

present to the group.  This builds upon our current protocol asking those adults working with 

teens especially to text the entire group and not just individuals.   

 

Clarification on Protocol 3 – it is strongly recommended that you not record a session for 

pastoral reasons.  There are already two Virtus trained adults with background checks on the 

session.  We would not normally record a session in person so why would we do it digitally?  

The reason for the recording is to share with someone who might not be able to attend.  This can 

be resolved in a variety of ways such as sending a pre-recorded session with the lesson and 

resources to the individuals not able to attend.  We also realize that in our normal sessions, 

participants can ask questions in a safe environment.  Will they want to do this when they know 

it is recorded and could be sent to other people the teen doesn’t know?   

 

Clarification on Protocol 4 – this is primarily more for the adults than the children and teens.  

An excellent best practice is to share what will happen at the formation session with the parents 

and have them help select the best place for the child/teen to participate that respects the integrity 

of the session but also doesn’t distract from what the rest of the family is doing.  If that location 

for the child/teen is in the bedroom, please suggest the child/teen uses a virtual background.   

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZYqfuyrrj0pH9wgnUvFOdhPMWE3Hyy1Gfth%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR06PO1RneEmZPznWxbECKUTe0Xqs3vmannaAcgK6-_kBWZiuEosWiKXph4&h=AT1i2exGq387rBIFM36iVfbh_Ni4ygrgrmeIVMg2OwerhW8mRV0rlftNDHOV-UkvSXUNP0c24-k_2pimmXzoAv6gCZD1Mf4lRpeTZZNBNv_PuRcr4r8nkTc-zgazYhSc-A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3O10OOBjUyhqtL9dooromu_zJdZ_e82uO6g0dtzkxgs-h40yaEKgvDaBFGWvZotr69rsw3D3GsOsOwtoLliqKTK9mhNKplc0vxsFLyGPWpRD0sQbjokx7j30rDLqEtqzOqJZ2yWiUR_PQjzzdMhx01Z2GsQUrl3la-yxY8QldKXWfWO7sbiad2vEE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jul69Jc5vS8&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3cMQb8RHkvZMCh2evmJzZ8743XEkLJuphDCHbAcf7Chh7PN4zHn0Da6c8


1. Two adults should be present during virtual one on one meetings.  If using ZOOM for a 

regular formation session with a group, engage the waiting room feature so there are at least a 

few children and/or teens on the call before admitting them into the room.   

 

2. No direct messaging or private chat features should be utilized between adults and teens.  

 

3. Do not record virtual meetings that contain audio, video and chat room content of children 

and/or teens.  If a child or teen is not present, parts of the session that can be pre-recorded should 

be sent to the parents along with the materials/resources so that the family can break open the 

session together.   

 

4. All parties should be aware of their surroundings while on virtual meetings.  Individuals 

should be in public spaces of their homes and avoid personal spaces. 

 

5. If posting pictures from a virtual meeting, children and teen’s names should not be included in 

the pictures without parent permission.   
 

6. Continue to communicate to parents as to what meetings are taking place, how you are 

communicating with their children and/or teens, and how they can be involved.  

 

7. The time of scheduled sessions should mimic the regular scheduled formation opportunity as 

much as possible.  It is understood that adjustments may need to be made due to parent 

availability and access to devices. 

 

Please contact Justin White or me if you have any further questions.   

 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month: 

 

Patty Origer is providing some excellent resources from NCPD, NAMI, and an article on the 

Woodward Resource Center.  Attached to the E-Newsletter e-mail are also some wonderful 

resources.  For more information or to answer any questions contact Patty Origer.     

1. NCPD Pastoral Response to persons with mental illness. 

2. NAMI Support Document on Mental Health Education  https://nami.org/Support-

Education/Mental-Health-Education/NAMI-In-Our-Own-Voice 

3. Woodw Resource Center and several other mental health facilities in Iowa just released 

positive COVID19 cases.  https://www.kcci.com/article/covid-19-cases-confirmed-at-

woodward-resource-center/32355611 

 

The Diocesan Web Presence for 

COVID-19: 

 

The best resource that we have for you is 

what we have assembled, and continually 

refine daily, under the Coronavirus link.   

 

 

mailto:jwhite@dmdiocese.org
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
mailto:poriger@dmdiocese.org
https://ncpd.org/pastoralresponse/mentalillness
https://nami.org/Support-Education/Mental-Health-Education/NAMI-In-Our-Own-Voice
https://nami.org/Support-Education/Mental-Health-Education/NAMI-In-Our-Own-Voice
https://nami.org/Support-Education/Mental-Health-Education/NAMI-In-Our-Own-Voice
https://www.kcci.com/article/covid-19-cases-confirmed-at-woodward-resource-center/32355611
https://www.kcci.com/article/covid-19-cases-confirmed-at-woodward-resource-center/32355611
https://www.dmdiocese.org/resources/worship/coronavirus


Catholic Current 

 Excellent resourcing from the USCCB.   

 

NFCYM 

 One of the best resources available right now including webinars, free associate 

memberships, resourcing especially from the Leadership Institute from the Diocese of 

Bridgeport, and much more.   

 

NCPD 

 Includes specific resourcing for persons with disability and families including patient 

rights, resourcing especially in the area of mental health, and online resourcing.   

 Patty Origer, Diocesan Coordinator for ministry with persons with disabilities, pointed 

out some excellent resources recently uploaded. 

o Blog on mental health and corona virus from Catholic Apostle Center 

o USCCB Article on ideas and recommendations for Families and Children with 

diverse learning needs - 

http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/upload/Ideas-and-Reflections-for-

Parents.pdf 

o Pdf sheet on Tips for Caregivers (for all those caring for others during this 

difficult time) - 

https://www.caregiver.org/sites/caregiver.org/files/pdfs/caregiving-and-

coronavirus-tipsheet-v2-200408.pdf 

 

 

 

https://catholiccurrent.org/covid19/
https://nfcym.org/covid19/
https://formationreimagined.org/palm-sunday-to-pentecost/
https://formationreimagined.org/palm-sunday-to-pentecost/
https://ncpd.org/covid-19-resources
https://www.catholicapostolatecenter.org/blog/mental-health-and-coronavirus-covid-19-resource
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/upload/Ideas-and-Reflections-for-Parents.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/about/communications/upload/Ideas-and-Reflections-for-Parents.pdf
https://www.caregiver.org/sites/caregiver.org/files/pdfs/caregiving-and-coronavirus-tipsheet-v2-200408.pdf
https://www.caregiver.org/sites/caregiver.org/files/pdfs/caregiving-and-coronavirus-tipsheet-v2-200408.pdf


 


